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Dear Madam, 
 
We listened to your words about the attitudes of Poles towards Jews uttered during the meeting 
organised by Brooklyn By the Book in Brooklyn Public Library on 12.06.2016 with consternation and 
resentment. 
 
We appreciate your work and we were truly happy about you receiving the Nobel Prize in Literature. 
The great value of your works is that they are documentary works. You depict the reality of dramatic 
events – the Chernobyl disaster, the participation of Russian women in WWII, the fate of Belarusian 
children deprived of everything by German aggression during WWII or the experiences of Russian 
recruits during the war in Afghanistan – just as they were experienced and perceived by the 
participants. 
 
By collecting information, talking with people who experienced dramatic events, and writing your 
books, you were seeking and revealing the truth – the truth which is often hard, painful, and which 
undermines generally accepted stereotypes. There is a very specific picture of collective experience 
emerging from these piecemeal stories. The picture is quite different from the one which is shaped 
by propaganda and official sources. You show, among other things, how the Soviet Union left people 
in Chernobyl on their own, how it did not care about their lives by suppressing the extent of the 
accident, and how it condemned to death its own recruits by sending them without any protection to 
work at the deadly reactor. You also show what really happened in Afghanistan – how recruits who 
were dispatched there were destroyed in many different ways. Official sources talked about heroic 
internationalists helping kindred Afghan nation in fighting for the right cause, but from information 
collected by you it is transparent that Russian soldiers were hated, often acting ruthlessly with full 
awareness of that. 
 
In the above cases, you were able to find the truth, to put aside propagandist messages the citizens 
of the Soviet Union were flooded with. You know well that one should not succumb to common 
opinions, as they are often false. 
 
Therefore, it hurts even more that you express your views on relation between Poles and Jews on the 
basis of common, anti-Polish opinions only, which for years, were instilled by the Soviet propaganda 
and which are still promoted by Germans, who want to wash the disgrace of Holocaust away. 
 
You cite a familiar Polish journalist. We regret to say that that there are people in Poland who can 
influence public opinion and who promote false theses about “horrible Polish anti-Semitism” – for 
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their own career, plaudit or out of stupidity. They think that it makes them brave and progressive. 
However, as Józef Mackiewicz said – “only truth is curious” – and this is what we should be looking 
for. 
 
It is an utter lie that there were priests calling for murdering Jews. Where did you get this 
information from? Who told you that? Can you indicate any Polish priest who called for murders? 
Where did it happen? You are repeating unverified lies, which does not befit such an acknowledged 
documentary writer. 
 
During the Second World War, Poland was under German occupation, which was not much better 
than in Belarus, but a lot worse than that in e.g. France. It was Germans who made Jews their main 
enemies and decided to exterminate them. Germans locked Jews up in ghettos and erected 
concentration camps on Polish soil to kill them – and by the way, not only them, but also Poles, the 
Romani people, and other nations. It was only in Poland that the act of helping or hiding a Jew was 
punishable by death. What is more, it was not only the “perpetrator” who was executed, but also 
their entire family, including children. Have you heard about the Ulm, Kowalski, Kosior, Obuchiewicz 
or Skoczylas families, who were killed (including children) by Germans for helping Jews? Their old-
time neighbours, who witnessed the murder, are still alive – you can hear their account of the 
events. 
 
In spite of such an enormous danger, Poles have a glorious part in saving their Jewish neighbours and 
fellow citizens during the tragic years of holocaust. Out of 25,695 “Righteous Among the Nations” 
honorific titles awarded by Israel, 6,620 – which is over 25% – have been awarded to Poles. 
Historians estimate that about 100 thousand Poles put their lives in danger hiding Jews or helping 
them in other ways. One of them is e.g. Irena Sendlerowa – a Polish woman who saved about 2500 
children from the Warsaw Ghetto; she found shelter for them in Polish homes and monasteries and 
fabricated false identities for them to survive. Poles established an underground humanitarian 
organisation – the Council to Aid Jews by the Government Delegation for Poland under the 
codename “Żegota”, which saved Jews and was a Polish act against German attempts at 
exterminating them. Regular citizens, social organisations, and conspiracy groups of diverse political 
orientation, including representatives of the pre-war national camp, were supporting Jewish 
communities. An envoy of the Polish Underground State – Jan Karski – risked his life many times and 
went to the Warsaw Ghetto to prepare reports proving Jewish extermination. Then, he got through 
to the West to alarm the Allies about the extermination of Jews. As an eyewitness, he called for 
politicians of the allied countries to intervene in order to stop holocaust. He passed his report to i.a. 
the president of the USA F. D. Roosevelt. Unfortunately, the western allies did not act against the 
extermination of Jews. 

 
It is particularly painful that you are accusing Polish clergy of anti-Semitism and that they were calling 
for murdering Jews. However, the truth is that nuns and priests were saving Jews and risking their 
lives. For instance, Rev. Marceli Godlewski, the parish priest of the All Saints parish in Warsaw, 
provided Jews with shelter, helped in providing the ghetto with medicines and food, provided 
baptismal certificates and other documents, which saved many Jews (i.a. Ludwik Hirszfeld). Carmelite 
Teresa Janina Kierocińska (Mother Teresa of Saint Joseph) saved Jewish children from holocaust 
within the territory of Sosnowiec incorporated to the Nazi Germany. Rev. Mikołaj Ferenc, risking his 
life and the life of his family, was hiding Ewa Turzyńska and her son Leon. When Rev. Mikołaj Ferenc 
was murdered by the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, Rev. Antoni Kania took care of the refugees from the 
ghetto. The list of the Polish Righteous Among the Nations also includes Bishop Albin Małysiak 
(Cracow), Rev. Prelate Józef Gorajek from Wąwolnica and Rev. Jan Raczkowski from Otwock. Sisters 
Kornelia Jankowska and Serafina Adela Rosolińska from Religious Congregation of the Sacred Name 
of Jesus also helped Jews. These are only a few examples of clergy helping the Jewish people 
persecuted by Germans. There are plenty more of such examples.  
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It is true that there were also the “shmaltsovniks”, who blackmailed Jews (or Poles hiding Jews) or 
gave Jews up to Germans. When a state does not function, the scum start to spread. That is why, the 
Polish Underground State – a one-of-a-kind organisation in the occupied Europe – sentenced 
“shmaltsovniks” to death and executed them. 

 
We warmly encourage you to get a better understanding of this subject, reject false opinions and 
stop spreading lies. 

 
Sincerely, 
Maciej Świrski 
Chairman of the Polish League Against Defamation 
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Imienia - Polska Liga Przeciw Zniesławieniom, RDI), is a non-governmental, nonprofit foundation 

based in Warsaw, Poland. According to its Statute the PLAD Foundation is dedicated to promoting 

and enhancing knowledge about Poland's history and culture and Polish present-day reality. The 

PLAD Foundation promotes and supports the development of civil society in Poland. One of the major 

objectives of the PLAD Foundation is to prevent racism and xenophobia directed against Polish 
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defamation and libel appearing in the international media and to correcting gross misrepresentation 
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World War II; Polish people's attitude towards Jews; German concentration camps.  

 


