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It is with indignation that we read in The Washington Times your article “Why Poland’s new 

Holocaust law is a mockery”, written by Rabbi Menachem Levine. 

  

Both the article and the associated artwork offend the feelings of the Polish nation, and the 

theses of the article are false. 

  

Particularly odious is the artwork – the Polish flag, juxtaposed with the swastika. How could 

a respectable paper allow this rude desecration of the flag or other such national symbols 

of another nation? Such symbols call for respect and reverence. Americans should know it 

best. They are a perfect example of how to honour the flag. 

  

Your artwork is a crude and blatant assault on Poland, the Polish nation, and Polish history. 

Many Poles gave their lives for these national symbols, fighting “for our freedom and yours”. 

You should remember, that Poles fought against the German occupiers not only for their own 

motherland but liberated other European nations as well. These fallen in battle heroes de-

serve respect and honor because their sacrifice contributed to the liberation of Europe. 

Unfortunately, Poland itself did not regain its independence then, because of the Allies’ 

betrayal in Yalta in 1945, which brought upon us nearly half a century of Soviet occupation. 

  



The Rabbi’s article accuses Poland of centuries of anti-Semitism, and his principle thesis is 

the accusation, according to which the Poles under the German occupation were staunch 

collaborators of the Third Reich in the Holocaust. This is a baseless lie! 

  

The Rabbi demonstrates either his ignorance of the historical realities or pretends, that he 

is unaware of the facts. He asks himself, why the majority of the death camps were built on 

the Polish soil and offers a shocking answer: the Germans believed, that the Polish popula-

tion will not protest against it. This claim assumes, that the Germans were concerned or 

interested in what the Poles’ opinion is. The fact is that Poles, according to the Nazi ideo-

logy, were as sub-human as the Jews and were next to be exterminated. 

  

The article suggests, that in creating the “Blue Police” Germans were counting on the eter-

nal Polish anti-Semitism. 

  

If that were the case, the “Blue Police” would have been used in the Ghettos, in the death 

camps and in other such situations, where non-German ethnic police or other paramilitary 

units were routinely employed (for instance, the Jewish police in the Ghettos – ord-

nungsdienst, or OD). However, the “Blue Police” was not used in this way. 

  

In any case, the Blue Police were formed without any regard to what Poles might have 

thought about Jews. 

  

According to the Rabbi, Poland was a country, which allowed the Holocaust to take place on 

its territory, and collaborated in it. How short is the memory of some nations, and how 

common is their ignorance of history? Subsequent to the German-Soviet aggression, in 1939 

Poland had been erased from the map of Europe (for the second time in history), its institu-

tions obliterated, and the full control over its population taken over by the invaders. In spite 

of this, the Polish Government in Exile, the Polish Underground, and thousands of ordinary 

Poles began saving Jews from annihilation. Let us remember: Poles did not have an obligation 

to save Jews, for which the penalty was death. Anyone caught helping Jews risked not only 

his life but also the lives of his family, sometimes even his neighbours. 

  

The article by Menachem Levine offends the good name of Poland and the Polish society. 

We do not accept this sort of false propaganda. 

  

In the name of all Poles, we demand an apology from The Washington Times for the public 

and intentional dishonoring of the Polish national colours and symbols. As well, we demand, 

that Rabbi Levine revoke this slander from your paper and rescind it before his Jewish con-

gregation, where he is a teacher. 
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